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Sports betting a step closer to legal status
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NEWDELHE The Law Commission
of India is all set to recommend

. legalising betting on sport,

including cricket, and havinga
stringentnationallaw to closely
regulate online gambling.

The commission was asked by
theSupreme Courtin July2016to
examine whether betting on
cricketshould belegalised,anda
law be framed to enable that.
Tasked with preparing a report

THE SC ASKED THE LAW
COMMISSION LAST YEAR
T0 EXAMINE WHETHER
BETTING ON CRICKET
SHOULD BE LEGALISED

on the issue, the commission is

nowworkingout thefiner details

of its recommendations.
“Online betting is difficult to

pmpm soitrequires

‘We must have a stringent law,”
LCIChairman Justice BS Chau-
han told Hindustan Times.
Chauhan added that the com-
mission’s report is not yet ready
butits findings sofar haveled to
theviewthat in ordertostop bet-
ting on sport as an unregulated

- and illegal activity, the govern-

mentshouldstepin.

“This is still a tentative view.
Thereportwill be submitted next
month,” heclarified.

‘While hearing a case on the
Justice RM Lodha committee’s

suggestions to reform Indian
cricket administration, an SC
bench headed by the then Chief
Justice TS Thakurhadsaidinits
order on July 18, 2016: “The rec-

mittee that betting [on cricket]

should be legalised involves the

enactment ofa law. whxch isa

matter uu‘uu\y

thelaw commissionand thegov-

ernment for such action as may

vin

and circumstances of the case.”
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“Sports betting a

step closer to
legal status

One of the key recommenda-
tions of the committee was:
‘Legalisation for betting and
Criminalisation for match-fix-

the Centre and the top court to
bring a law regulating online
sport betting and gambling.
While; isasubjectonthe
state list in the Consﬁtuﬁnn -

islate on it ~ activities on the
internet can be regulated
throughacentral act.

“The proposed law can have
provisions to make sure that a

ual (bettor/gambler); he cannot
bet more than a certainnumber
of times in one year or put on
stake more than a certain per-
centage ofhiswealth,” Chauhan
said. One of the proposals being
studied by the panel is the crea-
tionofagamingcommissionand
providing all-India licences to
game-operators and book-keep-
ers.

“The Information Technology

dren and the poor. Also, Article
Mdvu?arlhmthawwum
legislate on a matter in the State
Listcitingnationalinterest,” the
LCIchairman explained.

Commission officials feel that
by not making betting and gam-
blingaccessible legally, the gov-
ernment loses the opportunity to
both protect citizens from harm
and generaterevenues by taxing
theactivity.

“Strict rules against betting
and gambling have not necessa-
rily acted as a deterrent. Online
gambling and betting isanother
areawhich hasbecome very diffi-
culttocurb,” thecommission had
observed while inviting sugges-
tions from stakeholders and the
publicin Junethisyear.

Industry lobby group FICCI

on cricket is roughly worth Rs

300,000 crore. The tax revenue

fromlegalised betting could beup

to a quarter of that amount,
the All

accordingto India
Federation (AIGF) which has

been pitching for legalising bet-
ting on the lines of horse racing,
which is regarded as a game of
skll.landnotdmwe

betting on cricket
will also bring in a substantial
amount of FDL Settingupagam-
ing commission will promote
responsible gamingand prevent
money laundering,” Roland
Landers, CEO of the AIGF said.
“Merely by taxing betting at 20
per cent, the government can
earn thousands of crores every
year,” headded. /




