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i The beastly
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By Shashank Shekhar

After tracidng the movement,
men made a tip-off call to the
‘Within minutes, a posse of

€asing, with players

imum bet of €5 lakh per l.ab'Le
Egch chip was worth €1 |
Organisers had made

arrangements, importiny

tables and mal hosts from

Goa and Jepal. hoping to make
several crores in a single night.

S on after the arrest, another

{ip-otfied the police team to a
Vasant Kunj bungalow

from ‘lhere cight  players
were arrested.

According to the police, during
Diwall alane, over ¥1,000 crore was
pumped into various “illegal
nos™ in and around Delhi-NCR.
Except Goa and Sikkim, casinos
are inIndia.

UST ahead of Diwali, this year,
two men in SUV parked their
vehicle Dulslﬂe the entrance of

Sainik lously

surre]
kept a tab on the movement of
vel

llunmm;m the

But these figures are just the
proverbial tp of the lceberg

P demground gambiing and beb
ting market in the eountry is a
billion dollar business.

A 2010 KPMG report
the total size of Indian gambling
industry (both regulated and
) to be a whopy
60 (approximately &3

crore, as per
rates). This estimate was

Illegal games
attract alot of

black money

endorsed by a 2013 repart of the
Federation of Indian Chambers of
Commerce and (FICCD)
as well as by the receni report. of

Investigation Team on
black money.

uxury vehicles entering the posh
South Delhi locality, home to dozens of M-mu In China is now
‘bungalows and farmhouses. he biggest gambling

clty In the worid.
FICCI fur-

Iegalise sports
hettln[?:l the

The All India
Federation
(AIGF) aj
to Prime ;Iﬁmu
N Modito
Wsnam;muﬁl
“The gaming industry has
et for bringing
revenues for the ex-chequer pro-
yided it is regulated fairly and
taxed ai A reasonable rate.

If betting is legalised i
possibie £ MGELOF e hetting
‘pattems in a given sport. There-
fore the menace of fixing in sport
‘can be curtailed. It will also

state gvvmuw!ll casinos.
in five-star holel! (two are
operatiol and

gavernment. The number of
ent up from 5
lakh to 12 lakn once the
et up
ited the example
wmch is now geulnx
the tourist

vlz

Sikkim,
noticed on

b from
et Ly amounis
‘Detting armounts. Landers
a allows electronic
dlive

o
paperlot- in fAve-star Rotels an
t:nel. lnd noll even online de: il al well ar

E offshore
The slmm ggvernment has ki permits ;umbllng in
five-star hotels

her gaming a"s %] ueg;m.;r Daman and Meghalaya are

two other MBIDDA that may

It has also framed laws to pre- allow casinos soon. Online gam-

t bling i culrenllr 2 grey area
he Informatios

-valie bets, Teehnology Hilles. atotes 1o
set up comm ambling = web:
ahnﬂngenuums with ﬂl! I-Illlﬁll Eehlm‘ked,

advocate:
that gambling
can be 8 game-
¢ for Lot e the
Case Sf Maca i hink, Which
15 now the biggest gu.mlng city
in the world, surpassing

Las Vegas i

nd
Sikkim have w:lne:seﬂ n
increase in numl
and revenue us they Rave made
iegal and are promoting it,”
Lander sad.
(Calling for  legal tramework
e 'S ‘model so
that It coutd be emulal.:d by
other states, former CBI
tral Bureau of tnvewznnom
director Ranjit Sinha also advo-

AIGF says
gambling can
be a game-

India’s gaming federation
wants to legalise casinos.
Their biggest risk is political

over 7150 mmlnuus
to thequvemm

cated for the legallsation of
sports betting and gaming as
these has massive revenue
‘generation pote: wes
popular with the people
siness of sport, bet-
ting and gaming exists,
Té |

stigma attached ta it, but i
is nok very high on ihe gov-
ernment lar The govern-

increase  re
Smployment n the state.”
Sinha s

e, hnwever also
emphasism proper regulation
alled “responsible
“ “This (gaming/betting) ind:
ol us-
has In nue generation
potential, which can be seen in
Sikkim There are defi-
nitely adverse effects also, but
proper an,
ment can take care of that
have Lo also look into its
moral aspect and take publie
opinion into consideration,” he
a.l!d.Gm whlr.h forits
l:ll tuﬂslt ‘rith ‘the A.E.m Aﬂdml
maldng
(paign
iections due in
early 2017, promising to shut
down the casinos i

Goa currently has five
offshore casinos parked in the
Mandovi river

onshore casinos housed in
various five-star resorts

As these lllegal games involve
cash, it also attracts a lot of
Q\muﬂl&mhﬁlﬂm




